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Bite the bullet, finger to keyboard, here | begin! | know it has been an age

since my last newsletter and | am full of apologies for that, many reasons but

none truly suffice. | have w anted to write many times but ended up staring at
a blank screen with a mind too full. In fact today would not have seemed an
optimum day to share about life as | am in pain, not terrible but sore, it started

mid -dec with a simple (| thought!) toothache,t he dentists could not find the
cause , x-rays, explorations , etc . ensued , so | had to wait, the last couple of

weeks were not pleasantas Ir et urned for root canal treatr
work, finally an extraction that was complicated by the tooth breaking and

required opening my gum to extract the roots (sorry if this is too much

detail ?), then a 6dry socketdé& which means th

exposed, that was the absolute worst as I
have never experienced such pain,
eventually a dressing was applied to

cover that and it is improving now. As I
compare this experience to the suffering I
see around me daily, there is no

comparison , other than it was personal to
me and gave me a greater

understanding of pain , | also see images
from across the Atlantic of the

devastation in Haiti and my pain pales

again, a dear friend and also a cousin

are battling cancer, my Mum continues

to struggle with chronic pain, made

worse with the recent blizzards and

freezing temps in Scotland. | am very 2
thankful for all the healtht hat | am blessed with, and this experience has
heightened my awareness and thankfulness. It also taught me, or rather
reminded me , of the power of HOPE, in the middle of many sleepless nights
when | had no idea when the pain would subside, | could only hop e.lam
often reminded of the great privilege I, and we as a team at Dwelling Places
have , to offer hope to the street children of Uganda, we yearn for every child

to experience that hope, hope for rescue, hope for a new life, hope for a

future O our great est desire is that they would find their hope in God.
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Much has been happening since | last wrote,
some good times, some not so good times! Let
me start with the good.... DP  seems to be
cultivating some romances within our team and
volunteers, not hit me yet but will keep you
posted. Our accountant JB got engaged to

Teo, a previous social worker, both good friends
and we enjoyed celebrating a cultural event

called a kwangula as both families meet, talk
(ALOT!), food, music, etc until both sides agree.
Rhona, our current social worker , married Pa ul
and that was also a beautiful occasion. Also
Diana had a beautiful baby boy Josiah and I
had the privilege of being there at his birth. Also
we hear d news from previous volunteers Gillian
and Jennifer that they  have both got

engaged, we recommend returning to Uganda for their honeymoons! Not so
exciting but nonetheless good, we have our first ever 5 year strategic

planning meeting in Nov ember. W e usually have annual review and planning
meetings but we thoughtit  was important to have professional  sjoin us to help
evaluate where we have come
from, look at our strengths and
weaknesses, and look forward

to see where the ministry is
heading. We spent much time

in prayer and fellowship as we

are committed whollyto God 0 s
plans, as we are, again, wholly
aware that this is His work and

not ours, we are privileged to

be stewards and part of His

great plan. If you are interested

in looking at this document you could email me.

Ok, the not so great, has been some rioting wit hin our city of Kampalain  mid -
September . It was sparked by a conflict between the reigning tribal

king/kabbaka of this area and the gover nment led by President Museveni.
There are underlying tensions and a lot of history involved , but basically it is a
land issue and the government refused the king to travel to a certain area

and tha t sparked riots across the city. N o0 one could have predicted the scale
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of the chaos, but it was certainly exacerbated by a lot of unemployed
redundant , bored youth that used th e chaos for looting and stealing, the
violence was on bo thsides. Iwassafeand 0 whi t ed peopl e were not
particularly targeted , but travel was
severely restricted as roadblocks were

set up around the city. Our children were
very scared as the gunshots wer e heard
sporadically. We would certainly value
prayer for this issue, as it has not
disappeared, and also for upcoming

PR elections in 2011.

Also in the not -so-good news is that HIV,
poverty, famine, drought  and rebel
activity continue to devastate our

| region. | know sometimes we can get
tired of hearing the same bad news

about these issues , but | plead with you
to keep aware . Also the individuality of
each of these people , starvation is a
terrible painful struggle for survival , LRA
rebel activity continues  to be an atrocity as they move from Uganda, Congo,
Sudan and Central Africa Republic, many are killed, mutilated, villages,

homes, hospitals churches bur nt down, | DP&6s (I nternally D
and refuges run for their lives, children are captured and forced to become
child soldiers. HIV/AIDS figures from UNAIDS show that sub -Saharan Africa
continues to be the most heavily affected region, accounting for 71% of all

new HIV infections in 2009.

Ok, time for some more good

news, we had a wonderful camp

for 200 of our kids in Dec ember. | t
was exciting on our first day to
register the kids and see many that
are now res ettled back with their
families. They have grown in so
many ways, they are all full of
stories and hugs as we try to stretch
our arms round a s many as
possible! Some still have challenges
but that is life, our social workers try
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tomake regular visits to make sure they
for our newer kids to interact with the older ones that have gone through the
experience of rescue, rehabilitation and resettlement and encoura ge them
to keep strong. We always

make a special effortt o have
good food, fruits and sodas. W e
invited some interesting

speakers to share with them and
had sportsmen come and

teach our kids new trick s with
footballs, basketballs and

games . We had a music/dance
group that came one evening

and that was great fun, they

even had the delight of seeing

me dancing! We finished our
week -long camp with a big thanksgiving day as we invited guests like our

partn er organisations, schools, and also medical folk that have helped us so

much through the year. O ur VIP guest was Archbishop Orombi and he spoke

so well to our children encouragingth  em in their lives and futures. H e has
been such an ambassador for our mini  stry and the issue of street children,
foster care and adoption, as he speaks to his congregations and in

cathedrals around the country and internationally

Thank you for your prayers for Rita who was unwell the latter part of the year,
she has recovered and celebrated her birthday recently.

| would really value prayer

for recruiting a nurse, it has
been an incredibly long year
work -wise as the only nurse,
especially at this stage of our
ministry. We have hundreds
of children that we are
reaching in heal th, anditis
far too much for one person,

it is also so difficult to take
some real time off, as the
needs are overwhelming

and heart -breaking at times.
We hope to interview this month and will keep you posted.
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As | enjoyed seeing in this New Year by the
river Nile | had some time to reflect, find
peace with 2009 and look with hope to

2010. I am planning a home assignment this
year, with a month of deputation possibly at
the end of August/ Sept time.

limagine many of you wonder why
write more of ten,and ldondt have an ea:
answer for that, | could say the busyness of

work , but it really is a combination of many

factor s, | truly want to but
articulate much of the day  -day life.

As | close , my heartfelt deepest
thanks to each and e very one of
you, for your prayers,
encouragements, cards  and gifts. |
am always convinced that this
ministry is a partnership from all over
the globe 0 be blessed as you are
part of changing the lives of children
from the streets and g iving them
HOPE!

WITH LOVE FROM AFRICA

MARSALI



